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CONPIDENTIAL STATE 228729 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: ETRD, KU 

SUBJECT: KNOLL INTERNATIONAL DROPS OUT OP COMPETITION 

TO PURNISH KUWAIT AIR BASES 

1 . CREIGHTON REED OP KNOLL INTERNATIONAL INFORMED NEA/ARP 
THIS WEEK THAT IT HAD DECIDED AT LAST MINUTE NOT REPEAT NOT 
TO BID ON TENDER POR PURNISHING AIR BASES. COMPANY FELT 
THAT LANGUAGE IN TENDER DOCUMENTS WAS INCOMPATIBLE WITH 
NEW U.S. ANTI-BOYCOTT REGULATIONS, REED SAID. 

2. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION PROM ARP, REED SAID HIS COMPANY 

DID NOT REPEAT NOT DISCUSS REMOVAL OP BOYCOTT LANGUAGE WITH 
ANY GOK OPFICIALS BUT CONPINED DISCUSSIONS TO ITS AGENT, 

CANAR TRADING. CANAR REPRESENTATIVE, SAMIR QATTAINEH, 

APPARENTLY ADVISED REED THAT BOYCOTT LANGUAGE WAS PERMANENT 
PIXTURE OP TENDER DOCUMENT. REED SAID THAT POSSIBILITY 
EXISTED OP ASKING GOK OPPICIALS TO REMOVE BOYCOTT LANGUAGE 
BUT TENDER DEADLINE DID NOT PERMIT TIME POR WHAT COULD HAVE 
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BEEN LONG NEGOTIATION. IN ANY CASE, REED SAID, THERE IS 
NO INDICATION THAT KUWAITI OPPICIALS FELT ANY SPECIAL NEED 
TO MAKE EXCEPTION IN CASE OP KNOLL INTERNATIONAL SINCE 
THERE ARE OBVIOUSLY A LOT OP PURNITURE SUPPLIERS INTER- 
ESTED IN THE KUWAITI CONTRACT. 

3. REED SAID, ASIDE FROM BOYCOTT, HE FELT HIS COMPANY'S 
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CHANCES TO WIN CONTRACT WERE GOOD SINCE U.S. FIRM 
MCGAUHEY, MARSH ATT, AND MACMILLAN HAD SET SPECIFICATIONS 
USED IN TENDER DOCUMENT AND KNOLL'S PRODUCTS MEET MANY OF 
THESE SPECIFICATIONS EXACTLY. 

4. REED SAID HE GREATLY APPRECIATED ASSISTANCE PROVIDED 
BY COMMERCIAL OFFICER ROBERT ATCHESON AND FSL COMMERCIAL 
ASSISTANT MARY EID. HE ADDED THAT HE WAS INFORMING CANAR 
TRADING OF HIS COMPANY'S DECISION THIS WEEK. 

VANCE 
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